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Benitez Testifies Before Congress 


“ARGENTINA PRO/ECT (S2OOOOOM0 
UB. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
l^tg»ret P. Gnifeld, Director 
(IQ Release ( )Exdse ( )Deny 
“■ <ion(s): _ 


SecState WASHDC Dookodfy. ( ) In Part (y)InPuB 

( ) Classify as — ( ) Extend as _( )Dowi*odetO_ 
BUENOS AXBE S 5338 Dale — Declassify on Reason 

1. Chamber of Deputies session of August 6 passed almost entire 
legislative day listening to testimony of Interior Minister 
Benitez. Unlike his earlier appearance before Congress last 
week which resulted in bland exchange of political philosophy, 

August 6 meeting concentrated principally on issues of subversion, 
constitutional reform and discussion of current political situa- 
tion. Following are key points made by Benitez. 

2. State of Siege - Benitez told Chamber that while Congress 
had the right to lift the state of siege, "permanent" nature of 
subversive effort made such a step inadvisable. Further, as 
terrorists operated on national scale, GOA could not lift siege 

in selected areas of country. He added that GOA holding 648 *■ 

individuals under provisions of state of siege authority. 

3. Triple A - According to Benitez GOA not able to determine * 
whether or not AAA actually existed. He speculated that many 






of the terrorist acts attributed to AAA might be work of leftist ' 
groups . 

h. Constitutional Reform - Benitez t'old Congressmen that work 
on preparing for constitutional reform was 'Veil advanced." He 
expressed belief that 19^9 Constitution (i. e., the "Peronist" 
constitution) should be "point of departure" for debate on new 
constitution. 

5. Political Situation - Benitez blamed lack of Justicialista 
Party organization as being partly responsible for country's 
political woes. He denied that Mrs. Peron's health in any way 
contributing to political instability. 

6. Comment: Pact that Benitez could sit down and discuss 

important topics with Congress a positive development. However, 
his comments do not seem to directly address present situation 
with complete candor. His ingenuous comments on AAA will be 
source of concern in many political sectors. 



